Of all the major electron!® media no component has been as diligent, as persistent, 

as determined and undevdating a supporter of and apologist for the official assassina- 
ojl 

tion mythology bf CBS-TV. This has been true through all ownerships. It is i^ad has always 



been so unconcerned with truth and accuracy that it did not janraisr get even the time of 



airing right on its transcrupts of its Posneraan-±s±is±titled 30th-anniversary 
special, y(e Final Chaptter?" It gives the time of airing as "November 19, 1993/ 9:00- 
10:00 EM." The show ran for two hpurs, until 11:00 p.m. 

It began with Posner’s substitute for fact and evidence ^ -pe^T“psychological 
- as^-aceas accusation. It was, as usual!, a slective rehash. And for all its research / 
staff and the time it took to prepare its show it still had not learned that Posner 
cribbed from that boy David 1 ‘ui. It aired him saying, "We can look at the Zapruder 
film, aand with new enhancement and new technology, that film can answer exactly what 
took place on November 22nd." Posner then diminished the basis of his book a bit - 

a' / r't 

it does require that the first shot have been fired earlier than in the offic ial ss^»i- 
ol£>®5 and that it have missed - in saying, emphasis added, "There is some evidence 
onfthh film itself of this early missed shot." (transcript, page 35) 

T 

n this, as the characteristically uncritical media always is 



in its support of the official mythology, he was not asked, if it is this uncertain. 



only "some", how he could base his book on i 

n 

as theorizers, claiming he is not himself j 



conjecture and condemn all others 



In its own files CBS News has had since the winter of 1965 the actual evidence of 
that earlier shot in a copy of the limited edition of HgzUSffig Whitewash . By then the 
refusal of publishers to consider publishing the first book on "the crime of the 
century" was so clear I took it to CB^News and offered to give it to them free. 

The producer. Palmer Williams, was impressed with it and wanted to use it. Deslie 
Midge ley, hfes his superior, declined it. (And before long his wife was an official 
of the ^ohnson administration. ) 



With the information in its files, with the ability to consult Zapruder' s testi- 
mony cited in that book, with the capability of obtaining the abundance of confirma- 




CBS-2 



tory evidence and testimony so grossly misrepresented in Posner's book, CBS 

- unq u estioning ! 

instead adhered to the official party line in steadfastVsupporfT of it until toward the 
end of this reformulated continuing support of it, it used Posner, as cited above. 
Deservedly, the ratings for the show were poor. 

or in 

bhat Bather , whose show it was, says to the press is not what his shows mA CBS 
say. He told Paul Rosenthal of the Los Angeles Daily News in an interview it published 
on November 17, 1993, two days before that special was aired and thus a promotion for 
it, the sixth of CBS-TV's assassination specials: 

"Bather does not claim to be an expert on what happened in Dallas/ 30 years ago, 
,erely a student who now lias spent nearly half his life examining and as re-examining 
it with an open mind. 

'"The longer I go the more I think there are no experts onx the assassination. ... 
There are a lot of facts. Hot everything is known. Some things may never be known. ... 

I spent eight years working a police beat. ...You learn from detectives that if 

: 

you' e got a murder :jcase , the first thing you look at is the physical evidence. There's 

quite a bit of physical evidence connected to the killing of President Kennedy. ' " 

If "the first thing you look at is the physical evidence," what better explanation 

can there be for neither Bather nor anyone working for him or on those six CBS specials 

nor anyone at CBS, inclduing CBS News, ever asked me a word about all the thousands and 

on that "physical^ evidence" 

thousands of pages of R FBI reports on it that obtained through all that litigation. 

the FBI's 

Two of those suits were for the results of that tes ting, of that "physical evidence." 
And it did answer some of those questions Rather said night never be answered. 




insort where poll on JFK assassination/ CBS-TV special mentioned 



Not only did all the specials and all the extraordinary attention to Posner's 

hook not influence public opinion in favor of the Posner/off icial account of the assassi 

nation, and not only did the percentage of those who do not believe it increase to 

J 

nine 02 /t of ten, but public regard for the press also was lower. &s the Washongton Post ' 
Ombudsman column reported ( December 19, 199p)±he 
found that confidence in the press was lower than 



National pinion Research Center 
at any time in the past 20 years* 




